
 

American Gelbvieh Association Carcass Data Collection Project Requirements 

 
Section 1. Minimum Data Requirements for the American Gelbvieh Association (AGA)  
Carcass Data Collection Project  
Contemporary Groups 
A contemporary group is a set of cattle of the same sex that have received the same management up to the 
point of harvest. Contemporary groups are essential to ensure fair and accurate data are used in the 
genetic evaluation.   

A. Contemporary groups must contain a minimum of 20 calves, with a minimum of two (2) sires 
represented 

B. Each contemporary group must either be steers or heifers (no bulls) and born within 90 days of 
each other 

C. Calves must be raised together, fed together, and harvested on the same date 

Pre-harvest Data Collection  
The following pre-harvest data is to be recorded on the digital enrollment form: 

A. Sire must be registered with the AGA and genotyped 
i. Sire breed composition is required to be a minimum of 25% Gelbvieh 

B. Dam must be identifiable for age and breed composition 
C. Calf enrollee 

i. ID  
ii. Birth date 

iii. Sex 
D. Calf is required to have an EID and DNA sampled with a TSU (tissue sampling unit) 

Optional data may include:  
i. Calving score 
ii. Birth Weight 
iii. Weaning Weight (100 – 310 days of age) 
iv. Yearling Weight (270-500 days of age) 

Harvest Data Collection 
The following carcass data will be recorded by the feedlot and packing plant: 

A. Calf ID and EID 
B. Feedlot entry weight and date 
C. Feedlot treatment records 
D. Harvest date: Cattle must not exceed age maturity A at time of harvest 
E. Harvest plant and location  
F. Hot carcass weight 
G. Marbling score 
H. Carcass maturity 
I. Fat thickness 
J. Ribeye area 

Optional data may include: 
i. Feedlot ID and pen location 
ii. Percent kidney, pelvic, and heart fat  
iii. Quality grade, yield grade 
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Section 2. Requirements and Guidelines for Genomic Testing 
Understanding the breeding management of large cow herds use multi-sire pastures, increases the 
importance of utilizing DNA based technologies. In order to ensure high data quality, all animals in the 
carcass data collection project will be sire-verified using genomic testing. DNA samples are required to 
be collected with TSU. All possible sires and calves will need to be DNA sampled. DNA samples are to 
be sent to the AGA office at the time of pre-harvest data submission.  

 
The AGA will pay genotyping costs of participating calves, genomic analysis will be completed by 
Neogen GeneSeek. DNA samples will not be processed until eligible animals are verified for meeting the 
minimum requirements. TSU and EID pairs are available for purchase through the AGA office. 
 

Section 3. Genetic Eligibility  

The AGA Carcass Data Collection Project is a collaborative effort to enhance the carcass trait database. It 
remains a primary goal to enhance the database with records that best reflect the genetic variance of the 
breed. AGA staff will continually assess the genetic variation represented in the project and reserves the 
right to regulate animal enrollment.  

This project is made possible through the support of both the American Gelbvieh Association and 
American Gelbvieh Foundation. 

 


